
consumption, and the new Chinese cotton 
policies will begin to lower cotton production 
in China. Not only will we see lower 
production in China, we will likely see 
cuts in production in the U.S. and around 
the world. Before too long, cotton’s supply 
and demand will get back into balance 
and cotton prices will then be able to 
normalize.  In anticipation of the impact of 
lower cotton prices, particularly in China, 
USDA is already forecasting world cotton 
consumption to rebound by 3 million bales 
during the 2014/2015 marketing year.  Let’s 
hope USDA is right, because above all else the 

cotton market needs better demand. 
     The Chinese stockpiling over the last 
four seasons has caused excessive cotton 
production around the world, and it will 
likely take more than just one season to get 
our industry back into some sort of balance.  
As I said earlier, I am afraid cotton producers 
are in for some challenging times, but I am 
confident our members will endure and 
brighter days are ahead. Good luck with the 
upcoming harvest! 
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planning and preparing, Staplcotn 
launched a new website on February 14, 
2014. The purpose of the site is to give our 
public web presence a more current, up-
to-date look and provide a more thorough 
presentation of who we are to our global 
audience.  In today’s technological 
world where information is required to 
be at everyone’s fingertips through the 
web, we recognized the importance of 
mirroring our company’s professional 
image and appropriately representing our 
membership through this new site for 
our customers or potential customers to 
visit.  Be assured that if you are a SCCA 
or SCDC member, landlord, trucker, 
warehouse, buyer, or ginner, once you log 
in to your personal information on this 
site, everything that you could find on our 
old site is still there, and it is still secure. 
Only the publicly accessed parts of the 
website have changed.
     We encourage you to participate in 
helping our new site evolve! If you browse 
the site you will notice that we now have 
a section under resources called Photo 
Gallery.  We are happy to showcase some 

of our members’ farms with beautiful 
imagery taken of their crops. If you have 
interesting photography of your farm and/
or crops and would like to submit some 
of your photos to be considered for the 
gallery,  please send them to information@

staplcotn.com.  All photographs will have 
to be approved prior to uploading.  Please 
include the date, location, photographer 
and contact information when submitting 
your photography.  All photos must be no 
larger than 2MB.  

A

n the September/October issue of the 
USDA’s Rural Cooperatives magazine, 

Staplcotn ranked 24th out of the top 
100 cooperatives in the U.S. The 
rankings are based on the 2012 revenue 
numbers.  We were the highest ranking 
Cotton Cooperative in the U.S. 
    An equally impressive ranking was 

recently published by the Journal of 
Commerce in May of 2014. Staplcotn 
ranked as the 45th largest exporter in 
the United States, with Walmart being 
44th and Conagra Foods being 46th.  
Staplcotn moved 29,300 containers 
in 2013. You can review the full list at 
www.joc.com. 

I
Staplcotn Ranks in Two Prestigious Lists

New Website Launched in February

warehouse in Greer, SC, is also a delivery 
point for ICE Futures and is located close 
to the domestic textile industry. Staplcotn’s 
Savannah warehouse is used exclusively as 
a reconcentration and distribution center 
and is located right next door to the port.  
This is extremely beneficial when it comes 
to our exports.” He also explained the 
reasons for Staplcotn’s need to expedite 
shipments in the last few years. “For 
the last several years, we’ve had to ship 
cotton very quickly due to the inverted 
market and demand patterns.  It’s been 
very important to us to take advantage of 
shipping cotton when we can get the best 

price for it.  This year, we’ve shipped even 
quicker than the previous two years, which 
we didn’t think was possible, so the average 
storage will only end up being around 
three months.  Additionally, the Southeast 
is getting even less storage time than the 
Mid-south, which is opposite from the 
past two years due to the early demand, 
the inverted market, and because we had 
a late crop.  This meant that as soon as the 
cotton reached the warehouse, we needed 
to ship it right back out.” 
      Among many points made in Stephen’s 
presentation to the advisory board, one 
point he emphasized was the efforts the 
staff has taken to economize and save the 

membership money whenever possible. 
He encouraged all members to consider 
becoming more “green”. “We want to 
be a ‘greener’ company primarily to save 
our members’ money and put it back in 
their pockets.  The more we can generate 
electronically and the less paper we use, the 
more we save for our members.  We now 
not only have direct deposit as an option 
from receiving paper checks, but we have 
the use of our website to submit forms and 
information as well as electronic sign-up 
availability. However, if a member prefers 
to use paper, we will gladly accommodate 
that request.”  
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